
Taking the place of Mary: 
The wisdom of Mary in the Marist educator-student relationship 

Dear Friends, 

I am grateful to you for this opportunity to share in your 

deliberations. Not only am I honored by your invitation but I am also 

humbled by it, since I bring to it no special expertise but only thirty-three 

years of teaching philosophy and theology. I have never taught in a Marist 

school except for one year when I taught very elementary French in our 

junior college seminary in Washington, D.C. I spent eight years teaching 

theology at Notre Dame Seminary School of Theology in New Orleans, 

Louisiana; one year teaching catechism at St. Charles Borromeo High 

School, Destrehan, Louisiana and twenty four years teaching undergraduate 

philosophy and theology at Our Lady of Holy Cross College in New Orleans, 

Louisiana. I am presently Director of Postulants for the United States 

Marists. I thank those who planned this conference for giving me great 

freedom to choose the subject upon which I will speak. They indicated only 

that it was to be something biblical, theological and or liturgical with regard 

to Marist education. Such great freedom, however, was hardly helpful in 

selecting my topic. After much wringing of hands and more than usual 

bothering of my long suffering confreres, I decided upon my topic: 

"Taking the Place of Mary: the Wisdom of Mary in the Marist 

Educator-Student relationship." 
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